
DDOONN’’TT  GGEETT  SSUUEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  WWOOOODDSS
Legal Survival Skills for Outdoor Businesses



LLIIAABBIILLIITTYY  PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN
- LLCs protect personal assets
- Insurance protects business assets

- General liability
- Professional liability
- Property and auto

Pro Tips
- Regularly review policies/certificates
- Consider umbrella for gaps



SEASONAL STAFF

• Control, tools, schedule – 
who controls what?
• Avoid “1099-ing” every 

seasonal worker
• IRS 20-Factor Test
• Seasonal workers have 

significant rights
• ”Pretext” in hiring/discipline



RISK & WAIVERS

•Use simple language
• Tailor to specific activity
•Must match the risk
• Injury
• Equipment failure
• Inherent dangers

•Written + signed, not just 
digital (if possible)



WHEN ADVENTURE 
GETS…

COMPLICATED.
§ Premises liability: 

duty depends on 
status

§ Land use permits: 
audit and renew

§ Customer 
complaints: 
respond with 
kindness

§ Your stories?




