Ottawa County Parks &
Recreation

The mission of the Ottawa County Parks and
Recreation Commission is to enhance well-
being by stewarding a connected system of
natural communities and promoting outdoor
experiences.

OCPR stewards:
...7,800+ acres

...40+ properties

...3 regional trails (150+ miles)




OCPR Natural Resources
Management Division

The mission of the OCPR Natural

Resources Management Division is to carefully,
responsibly, and effectively steward the
ecosystems, natural communities, and resources
within the land managed by the OCPRC

while providing leadership by example in the
region.

Focal Areas
» Forest Health Management

Invasive Species Management

Restoration Projects

Prescribed Fire
Research and Monitoring
Public Programming







Boundaries of “Nature”

Hemlock Crossing County Park  Rosy Mound Natural Area Stearns Bayou Grand River County Park
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Ecosystem Services

e Air Purification

Woater Regulation & Purification

Biodiversity Support

Pollination Services

Temperature Regulation

Carbon Sequestration

Soil Stabilization

Nutrient Cycling
Physical & Mental Health
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ROOT SYSTEM OF PRAIRIE PLANTS
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Impacts of Non-
Native Landscapes

* Rapid loss of native habitat and
ecosystem services

« Overuse Of water resources

e |ncreases in
» Monocultures
* Impervious landforms

 Chemical fertilizer and pesticide use

 Aggressive non-native species
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Stability

* Each species and area lost
weakens the system

* High environmental and ecological
stress placed upon remaining areas
and species

e Far less resilient to disturbance and
more vulnerable to human impacts

* Redundancy provides stability and
resiliency
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Michigan Vegetation c1800

ASPEN-BIRCH FOREST

BEECH-SUGAR MAPLE FOREST

BEECH-SUGAR MAPLE-HEMLOCK
FOREST

BLACK ASH SWAMP

BLACK OAK BARREN

CEDAR SWAMP

EXPOSED BEDROCK

GRASSLAND

HEMLOCK-WHITE PINE FOREST

HEMLOCK-YELLOW BIRCH
FOREST

JACK PINE-RED PINE FOREST

LAKE/ RIVER

MIXED CONIFER SWAMP

MIXED HARDWOOD SWAMP

MIXED OAK FOREST

MIXED OAK SAVANNA

MIXED PINE-OAK FOREST

MUSKEG/ BOG

OAK-HICKORY FOREST

OAK/ PINE BARRENS

PINE BARRENS

SAND DUNE

SHRUB SWAMP/ EMERGENT
MARSH

SPRUCE-FIR-CEDAR FOREST

SUGAR MAPLE-BASSWOOD
FOREST

SUGAR MAPLE-HEMLCCK FOREST

SUGAR MAPLE-YELLOW BIRCH
FOREST

WET PRAIRIE

WHITE PINE-RED PINE FOREST

WHITE PINE-MIXED HARDWOOD
FOREST

WHITE PINE-WHITE OAK FOREST
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Boundaries of “Nature”

Hemlock Crossing County Park  Rosy Mound Natural Area Stearns Bayou Grand River County Park
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Redefining “Nature”

e Remove
boundaries of

conservation
e Homes as vital Pl ~ 7 acres
parts of ecosystems |
B e 5 x5 ~ 172 acres
reserves”
P 10" x 10’ ~ 689 acres
» Restore areaq,
connec’riviiy and 25" x 25 ~ 4,304 acres
resilience through
ereyalarat 50" x 50’ ~ 17,218 acres
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Barriers to Native
Landscapes

 lack of awareness

* Lack of skills and technical knowledge

* Perceived complexity

 Local codes and ordinances

» Financial cost and commercial availability

Social barriers and cultural norms
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Mission

To inspire and empower individuals fo.take simp|e steps that heal local
landscapes and connect people and nature.in @ shared mission of
restoration. ‘e

Vision 7 N

g %] i F
A future where people and nature thrive together — clean air, clean
water, and wbrcmt;ecosystems sustained by communlhes for generations.
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Goals

 Restore and improve environmental health by promoting native
plants and removing invasive species:

- Expand native habitats and connect fragmented natural areas through
wildlife corridors across‘privatedands and neighborhoods.

- Empower communities with knowledge, training, and resources for
environmental stewardship.

* Foster lasting connections between people and nature by cultivating a
community of environmental stewards.

 Transform individual actions into powerful impacts through collective
stewardship.
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Key Components

» Education & Training | |

* Resource Access [’ 3 ! \, \
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Education & Training

» Expanded education and
programming

* Monthly newsletter and covering
seasonally appropriate topics

» Comprehensive workshop series

* Program webpage with resource
library
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Barrier Removal

» Planting designs and templates

. . . . Layout Quantities
plantlng Gulde: hTheselspeclfes va'fle ahl:ndar\t pf)llen ar_lrdhnectar sour(?s”throlugho:t the yeé; i i Iar'\:al This layout is well surted for yards and residential areas. Shorter species were prioritized during planning and plants are Select what level your garden will be
A ost plants for a variety of native insects. they were carefully selacted to provide options that placed accordingly to keep shorter species at the edge, and taller spedies near the centter and back. This is a based on the sizes shown in layout. The
polllnator patch et A e S PR Common f.hréughout much of our region, recommended starting point, but you are highly encouraged to customize it and substitute your favorite species, below amountts show how many of each
jLiesepeciesate dmightand heattierntandwil oy Rull sunl(GShodi=a day). especially if some are not commercially available. There are 3 recommended “levels” provided to give flexibility to your plant you will need per level.
own space and resources, ell — — — — — — —
LeV! Bee Balm

Level 1(5°%5") To covert to a small garden plan, simply take either half of the layout (from the blue lines outward).
Level 2 (8'x5") To convert to a medium garden plan, just subtract the section in the middle between the red lines.
Level 3 (10’x5") We included an optional path design (PA) that will add visual interest, make the planting feel inviting,

|
Prairie Dropseed |
Golden Alexanders 1
Hairy Beardtongue |
|
|

1
1
d make it b lants and wildlife thi hout th !
and mat easler 1o view plants and wildli roughol e year. I 4 emesleat COF’SOPS\S
5 1 1 1 1 Butterfly Weed
< » BACK I Showy Goldenrod
r I lr =-ar | Smooth Aster i
el2 = — = = = = -
Lev Golden Alexanders l
Golden iry Lanceleaf Bee Balm . Smooth Blue | Hairy Beardtongue |
Alexanders Beardtongue  Coreopsis Aka “Wild Bergamot, Goldenrod Aster | Lancelesf C |
A hardy, Produces delicate, Another Larval host plant for ~ SUpports a wide A graceful, Showy Goldenrodis  Produces masses of nceleat Coreopsis
early-blooming tubular lavenderpink  drought-tolerant the monarch butterfyy  Variety of pallnators, i tetured grass 2 late-season blue-purple flowers in | g |Butterfly Weed |
species produces flowers in late spring species with bright and a critical nectar including specialist that forms powerhouse with late summer and fall, Bee Balm
clusters of bright to early summerthat  daisy-like flowers that  source for a variety bees and moths. A fountain-like clumps golden-yellow flower  offering critical nectar I Prairie Dropseed |
yellow flowers. It are attractive to bloom in early of species throughout ~ Member of the mint and produces airy, clusters that bloom for poliinators when | |
supports a wide hummingbirds and summer It attracts the summer. lts deep family, which gives it fragrant seed headsin  from August to other blooms fade, 8 | Showy Goldenrod
range of pollinators in  provide nectar for a bees, butterflies, and taproots make this its square stem and late summer fts October. Unlike some  especially for | Smooth Aster |
the early season— variety of native bees.  other beneficial species extremely makes it resistant to unique arching goldenrods, it's mgratngmonarchst | | 1o th— T =4 (g} + — + {ph /A \_H 1l  @————————— -
including native bees, This adaptable insects and birds love  drought tolerant. deer and rabbit structure provides clump-forming and is highly valuable for LeVel 3 — === == - |
butterfiies, and species is very the ripe seeds in fall browsing fts aromatic d habitat for 28 ) lat bees and 6 Bes Balm
beneficial insects,and  important for early Seff-seeds readily, and foliage is rich in wildife and its seeds  making it garden butterflies and its ! Prairie Dropseed 1
servesasahostplant  season pollinator will fill in gaps in essential oils and provide songbirds friendly. Critical late seeds are popular 1
for the Black activity. garden. is commonly used for  with food season nectar source  with bird. Golden Alexanders 1
Swallowtail caterpillar teas and medicinal for migrating | Hairy Beardtongue
purposes. Self-seeds monarchs and other | 8 Lanceleaf Coreopsis |
readily, and will fil in oleaices
e i granclen, | Butterfly Weed |
Showy Goldenrod |
1

Flowering Calendar
A variety of flowering periods were incorporated to ensure that there is constant bloom and visual interest throughout the summer.
Winter stems will provide visual structure and critical wildlife habitat all year:
May June July August September October Substitutions
These were selected to provide species that have the same bloom time, fill similar ecological roles, and are roughly the same height as the standard species.

Smooth Aster

Golden Alexanders  Hairy Beardtongue  Lanceleaf Coreopsis  Butterfly Weed Bee Balm Prairie Dropseed  Showy Goldenrod  Smooth Blue Aster
Wild Columbine Foxglove Beardtongue  False Sunflower Whorled Mikweed  Virginia Mountain-Mint  Littie Bluestem Stiff Goldenrod Sky Blue Aster
Black-Eyed Susan Prairie Smoke Biack-Eyed Susan DenseBlazing Star ~ Spotted Jos PyeWeed  Prairie June Grass  Gray Goldenrod New England Aster
Gokden Ragwort Wild Strawberry Spotted Horse-Mint Purpie Coneflower  Common Boneset Side-OatsGrama ~ Hairy Goldenrod Aromatic Aster

‘@ Connected

7 COUNTY PARK Plant a Garden. Grow the Future. Find more planting guides and info at miottawa.org/connectedparks
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@
This space supports
ommuni
helping sustain a healthy

local ecosystem.

Engagement

» “Certified Habitat” yard
sign program

* Ambassador gardens

» Connected County Park
dashboard COUNTY PARK

* 1 sq ft minimum CERTIFIED HABITAT

Nature Needs Neighbors—Be One.

Certified Habitat Yard Sign

Connected
COUNTY PARK



Connected County Park Dashboard
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Launched data collection in early

April

108 Properties

€l

56+ acres native habitat
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On the Horizon

» “Seeds for Stewards” native seed
distribution program

Expanding native plant supply

“Restoration Station” equipment
caches

Volunteer planting installation and
maintenance team ] 73

..and more!

Connected
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Lessons Learned

» Strong sense of community and
shared purpose

Importance of faceto-face
interaction and hands on experience

Under-estimated current levels of
awareness and impact

People are underconnected with
existing resources

Momentum is growing rapidly

Connected

COUNTY PARK



Boundaries of “Nature”
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Planting Seeds

* How have natural spaces
supported your well-being?

* What can “giving back to nature”

look like in your daily life?

* What impacts does your home
have on the surrounding
ecosystem?

* What barriers are holding you
back?

Connected
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Contact:

Tyler Allyn-White

Stewardship Supervisor

Ottawa County Parks & Recreation
tallyn-white@miottawa.org

Connected

COUNTY PARK

- An Initiative of Ottawa County Parks & Recreation

Plant a Garden. Grow the Future.


mailto:tallyn-white@miottawa.org
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