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HOW DOES A COMMUNITY
TELL THEIR STORY?

PHOTO: SEVEN GRANDFATHERS TEACHIINGS SCULPTURE BY JASON QUIGNO, 2024



CITY CULTURAL TRAIL

This storytelling project uses public spaces, narrative,
artwork, and history to connect us more deeply to the
water, land, and one another. It is a journey that inspires
curiosity and meant to be continuously experienced and
explored. Each site is a place to pause, reflect, and share.

Eight Sites, Seven Miles of Shoreline



THE ART OF STORYTELLINGARTART

Original artwork by Anishinaabe artists Sherri Loonsfoot Aldred and her
daughter Aiyana Aldred are permanent features on each storymarker.
Their artwork visually tells the story of each site.



Innovative VISUAL STORYTELLING
through the outdoor rotating exhibit

Panels on the storymarkers can be replaced with
new artwork. The Marquette Public Art Commission
will manage calls for artwork and rotate the exhibit
every 3-4 years. 

The first exhibit will be installed in 2027.
Anishinaabe Star Stories will be scans of 5 original oil
paintings that will be adopted into the City’s public
art collection.



LEARNING ABOUT THE LAND THROUGH LANGUAGE
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G W E K W A A D Z I W I NVISUAL
STORYTELLING &
DUAL-LANGUAGE
Anishinaabemowin & English

The stories told on the storymarkers are
written by residents. However, the
interpretive signs are not just narrative.
Local perspectives are also shared
through art and the integration of
Anishinaabemowin words.



ANISHINAABE
PERSPECTIVE

MARQUETTE
CULTURAL

TRAIL
COMMUNITY &

LOCAL CULTURE

VISUAL &
PERFORMING

ARTS

HISTORY

NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT

PUBLIC SPACES &
INTERPRETATION

PERSPECTIVES



ANISHINAABE
PERSPECTIVE

MARQUETTE
CULTURAL

TRAIL
COMMUNITY &

LOCAL CULTURE

VISUAL &
PERFORMING

ARTS

HISTORY

NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT

PUBLIC SPACES &
INTERPRETATIONTRIBAL

UNIVERSITY
STUDIES &
CULTURAL

CENTER

SHORELINE
RESTORATION

PROJECT

NATURE
EDUCATIONTRADITIONAL

ECOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE

IRON
INDUSTRY

VILLAGE
SITES

OTHER
INTERPRETIVE

TRAILS

LOCAL
EXHIBITSSHORELINE

PATH &
PARKS

PUBLIC ART
HISTORY

CENTERS &
UNIVERSITYFESTIVALS &

PROGRAMS

INDIGENOUS
MONUMENT

PROJECT

CITY OFFICE OF
ARTS & CULTURE

PRESQUE ISLE
PARK BAND

SHELL

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INDIGENOUS
RESIDENTS &

VISITORS

LIGHTHOUSE
PARK

TOURISM

INNOVATION

NON-PROFITS

PERSONAL
STORIES

GEOLOGY

RIVERS &
WETLANDS

POETRY
PUBLIC
SPACE

TREATIES

LANGUAGE

CONNECTIONS



Michigan Native American Heritage Fund - $57,500
National Endowment for the Arts - $100,000
Superior Watershed Partnership - $15,000
Marquette Public Art - $35,000

DIVERSE SOURCES OF
FUNDING FROM GRANTS
AND PARTNERS
Development of the City’s Cultural Trail was made possible
through grants and local donor support, at no cost to
taxpayers.

Has since leveraged over $2M in additional funding:



10+ YEARS OF...
COMMUNITY VOICES 
PROJECT PARTNERS 
EXPERTISE & FUNDING
LOCAL STORIES
PUBLIC SPACES
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PROJECTS ROOTED IN
PARTNERSHIP NEED PATIENCE

PROJECT SCOPE &
CONNECTIONS
CONTINUE TO GROW
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City Cultural Plan
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WHO TELLS THE STORY?
THE CITY OF MARQUETTE CULTURAL TRAIL IS BEING DEVELOPED WITH AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND

HUNDREDS OF LISTENING SESSIONS WITH LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS



PARTNERSHIPS ARE PEOPLE
CROSS SECTOR COLLABORATION: SHARE YOUR PROJECT WITH OTHERS
WHO ARE WORKING TOWARDS SIMILAR GOALS.

LEAVE ROOM AT THE LEADERSHIP TABLE: COMMISSIONING SOMEONE
TO COMPLETE A TASK IS DIFFERENT THAN INVITING THEIR
PARTNERSHIP.

BUILD MOMENTUM: APPLAUD THE SUCCESSES IN YOUR COMMUNITY,
THE CONNECTIONS WILL NATURALLY FORM BETWEEN THOSE
ADVOCATING FOR EACH OTHER’S WORK.



CULTURAL TRAILHEAD
CITY OF MARQUETTECITY OF MARQUETTE

The cultural trail has led to a new
city facility, revitalized public space,
and community connection hub

501501

PROJECT MOMENTUM:

BEGIN YOUR EXPERIENCE IN THE
HEART OF OUR CITY’S DOWNTOWN

OPENING DECEMBER 2026



LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PEOPLE, PLACES, AND PROCESS
THAT HAVE BUILT THE CITY OF MARQUETTE CULTURAL TRAIL:
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